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Abstract 

Carcinoid tumors are malignancies originating from neuro-endocrine cells, most commonly 

encountered in the gastro-intestinal tract, in a rate of 64%, with the majority affecting the ileum. 

Certain genetic syndromes sometimes include carcinoid tumors in their phenotype. These 

malignancies may be rather asymptomatic, although occasionally they behave aggressively. They are 

typically diagnosed due to the effects of a locally advanced disease, or when producing symptoms 

because of hormone secretion (carcinoid syndrome). A better understanding of their molecular 

biology and behavior is demanded so that these tumors to be diagnosed precociously and managed 

effectively. 

Key words: carcinoid disease, neuroendocrine cells, carcinoid syndrome, ileal carcinoids 

 

Corresponding author: Stamatakos Michael, MD, PhD. 

Aigyptou 153, Ano Glyfada, Athens, 16561, Greece 

 Telephone number: 00306944133068 

 E-mail: mixalislak@gmail.com 

 


