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Problems of Diagnosis and Treatment Caused by Ingested Foreign Bodies
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Abstract
An ingested foreign body often passes the gastrointestinal tract without any complications. Foreign 
bodies, such as fish bones, chicken bones and toothpicks, have been known to cause perforation of  
the gastrointestinal tract. We present 4 cases: the first 2 of a 27-year-old male and a 48-years-old 
female respectively, with acute abdomen, diffuse purulent peritonitis, with ileum perforation, both 
caused by accidentally ingesting a wire, 1 case of a 64-year-old male with sigmoid perforation, caused 
by accidentally ingesting a toothpick and 1 case of a 52-year-old female presented with left buttock 
painful  swelling  for  1  week  associated  with  fever,  physical  examination  revealed  an  ischiorectal 
abscess.  During incision and drainage a 3  cm chicken bone was found inside the abscess cavity.  
Evolution was favorable in all 4 cases.
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